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“What’s in a Name? The Name of Jesus” 
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“Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow…” 

Philippians 2:9-10 
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Dear Sister in Christ, 

To know Jesus, to know His name, is foundational to our walk of faith.  Having the 
authority of that name, “Jesus", on our lips, brings calm, healing, joy, power, strength and 
encouragement.  Sometimes, I just stop and let out a sigh and say, “Jesus,” and 
immediately, peace that cannot be humanly explained sweeps over me.  That’s why I 
believe this study of the names of Jesus will bring greater revelation to all of us - there is 
just no other name like the name of Jesus. 

Jesus, it’s not just a name, it is the most significant name of all. The Word of God tells us 
in Philippians 2: 9-10 that Jesus has been given “the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow-in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth.” CSB  

The name of Jesus means “Yahweh saves” or “Yahweh is salvation.” Yahweh is a 
combination of Ya, an abbreviation for Yahweh, the name of Israel’s God, “God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” and he said, “Say to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to 
you.” Exodus 3:14 ESV 

Jesus was very popular in Judea during the first century - which is why he was called 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” referring to his hometown, the town of Nazareth in Galilee.  It may 
be common to some but to followers of the Lord, Jesus is remarkably significant.  Sent by 
God for a particular purpose, Jesus’ name bears witness to that mission. “God sent His 
Son Jesus to save us.” “But when the set time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law to redeem those under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship.” Galatians 4:4-5  

Important not only because of the meaning of the name of Jesus but because Whom it 
represents. Power and authority are in the person of Christ Jesus, and, of course, He is 
designated by the name…Jesus.   

Over the next few weeks we will discover His distinctive character, work and nature. We 
will discover that Jesus lives up to His name reminding us of the power, the purpose and 
the presence of the resurrected Christ.  His name assures us that God’s gracious intention 
is to save us.  Jesus brought God to humanity,  and He now brings humans to God through 
the salvation He purchased.  When we speak or act in the name of Jesus, we do so as 
representatives with His authority.  We as believers are to live our lives in the name of 
Jesus, bringing glory to the Father.  “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” Colossians 
3:17 ESV  

Whether you are in a women’s ministry On Campus Connect Group on Tuesdays or in 
an Off Campus Connect Group, our prayer is that during the next few weeks, we will gain 
a greater understanding of the name of Jesus and have a greater knowledge of how to 
live in such a way to glorify Him. 

To the Name Above All Names! Jesus… 

Carol Danna, Almalee Knudsen & Cornerstone Women’s Ministry Leadership Team 
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The Word Devotion week of February 7 - 12 
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 Light of the World Devotional week of February 14-19 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 

This portion of scripture is understood in the context of the ceremony that took place each 
night in the temple courts where 2 large Menorah’s would be lit and shower the entire 
temple court with light.  This is what Jesus is referring to when He declares “I am the light 
of the world. John 8:12 in The Message says, “Jesus once again addressed them,  "I am 
the world’s Light.  No one who follows me stumbles around in the darkness.  I provide 
plenty of light to live in.”   

 As I am reading this what strikes me is that it says when Jesus spoke “AGAIN” to 
the people.  Jesus was intent on telling people who He was and is.  He wants people, all 
people, it wasn’t just to the Jews, ALL people, if you know me (not just about me), if you 
walk with me, abide in me, obey my words and just stay connected, I will light up your life!  

 I don’t know about you, but like NEVER BEFORE, I not only realize how much I 
NEED the LIGHT OF THE WORLD, I WANT His light like never before.  The world, the 
lost world, is walking in such darkness - they are literally walking in to walls.  Jesus even 
said in John 12: 35, “He that walks in darkness does not know where he is going.”  

 When I was about 13, we were camping in Yosemite Valley.  My brothers and I 
were given permission to venture out on our own one evening to Camp Curry.  Well, you 
know how it goes with brothers, about  30 minutes in to our adventure, they wanted to go 
one way and I wanted to go another so I decided to go back to our campground - and 
being the over confident teen that I was, I told them I would just go on my own.  Now I 
had never navigated the shuttle through the valley on my own and got off at the wrong 
stop, I didn’t realize I exited off at Happy Isles which was way on the other side of the 
valley and it suddenly became very dark, very, very, very dark.  There I stood, the shuttle 
driving away and I was all alone in pitch dark, no flash light.  I knew that I didn’t want to 
head toward the sound of water, so I went in a direction I thought would take me back to 
our camp site.  I walked for quite a while, and it being dark was really just a guess. It was 
dark but not quiet, I could hear shuffling leaves, water rushing but no human voices or 
even a shuttle.  I began crying, and crying out, “Mom, Dad, Bill, Robert, any one hear 
me.” I kept walking, crying, calling out.  Suddenly I saw a small light from a flash light and 
I heard, “Carol, Carol Ruth, Carol, is that you?” My brother Bill, my mom and brother 
Robert came rushing toward me.  That small light, lit up the entire area and they rushed 
to me and put their arms around me.  The bright light, although just a small flash light was 
a beacon of hope that I had been found.  The warmth of their embrace and thanks for the 
Lord helping them find me, will never be forgotten.  That’s what light is for, to light the 
darkness. I am so thankful for The Light.  I am thankful He found me. Isn’t that the 
message Jesus kept speaking “I am THE Light of the World.” “Come to me, you’re lost, I 
know the way.” “Let me Light up your life.”  

Questions: 
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1.  What does the New Testament teach about who is associated with light? John 1:4-
5 ESV “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 1 John 1:5-7 “This is the message 
we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin.”Ephesians 5:8-14 “for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is 
good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take 
no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is 
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you.” 

(Answers will vary: Light overcomes darkness - we can overcome darkness with the 
light of Jesus.  If we are walking in the Light we will walk in truth. We are to walk as 
children of the light, please the Lord and not take part in unfruitful works of darkness.) 

2.  What is the responsibility of those who are living in the light of Christ? Matthew 5:14-
16  “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

(Answers: To be the light, to shine brightly before others, not to hide the light…) 

3.   How has the light of Jesus overcome the darkness that used to consume your life? 
How has the light of Christ changed you? (varied answers) 

4.  How have you shared the light of Jesus with those who are walking in darkness? 
What was the biggest challenge in sharing the light of Jesus? (great chance to allow 
people to share about their challenges and successes in sharing The Light) 

Prayer: 

“Dear Father, Thank you for sending your Son to be the Light of the World, for being my 
light.  Thank you that Your Light has and will never go out. Thank You that You keep Your 
Word and that you won the victory over darkness on the cross and You reign as the Light 
of the World. Help me to reflect Your light. Amen.” 
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Alpha and Omega Devotion week of February 21-26 
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Immanuel Devotion week of February 28 - March 5 
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